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Continuing Education

Occupational Therapy in School-Based Practice: Contemporary Issues and Trends
– an online course available from AOTA. Register at www.aota.org (click on



Continuing Education) or call 800-SAY- AOTA (members) or 301-652-2682
(non members). Group rates are available by special arrangement.

Early Intervention and School-Based Occupational Therapy: Best Practice – an
AOTA workshop on providing services under the "new 2004" Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB),
AOTA official documents, and Section 504. Register at www.aota.org (click on
Continuing Education) or call 800-SAY-AOTA (members) or 301-652-2682 (non
members).

Laws Relating to Occupational Therapy and Special Education

Occupational therapist that work in Washington State schools should be aware of
the federal and state laws that apply to school-based occupational therapy. Those laws
include: the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 2004)
(http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/idea2004.html); the law (Chapter 18.59
RCW) and Washington Administrative Codes (WACs) (Chapter 246-847 WAC) related
to occupational therapy practice in Washington; the WACs that address the provision of
special education services in Washington (Chapter 392-172 WAC ); the Code of Ethics
and Standards of Professional Conduct for occupational therapists (Chapter 246-847-170
WAC) and the Code of Professional Conduct for education professionals (Chapter 180-
87 WAC ).

Additional Resources

IDEA Partnerships (www.ideapartnerships.org): Check out the Dialog Guides for
information released by the U.S. Department of Education Office of Special
Education Programs (OSEP) on changes in IDEA 2004 and hot topics related to
IDEA implementation of IDEA 2004. Check out the Information collections for
articles on topics related to federal legislation, instructional practices and
research.

AOTA (www.aota.org): The AOTA Standards of Practice Documents and other
publications can be purchased online from AOTA. Some of the documents are
also available online for AOTA members to download free of charge. School
districts can purchase an Organizational Associate Membership to receive
subscriptions to the American Journal of Occupational Therapy, OT Practice and
quarterly specialty interest sections newsletters in addition to other benefits that
can be shared among the district employees.

AOTA Evidence Briefs (www.aota.org): AOTA has developed some easy-to-read
summaries of articles selected from evidence-based reviews of the scientific
literature. Many of these Evidence Briefs address topics relevant to school-based
occupational therapy including: Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder,
Cerebral Palsy, Children with Behavioral and Psychosocial Needs,
Developmental Delay in Young Children, and School-Based Interventions. The



articles are available from to the AOTA website (click on the "Evidence-Based
Practice Resources" link under the Members Only tab). You must be an AOTA
member to access this resource.

Washington Occupational Therapy Association (WOTA) (www.wota.org):
WOTA provides support to school-based occupational therapists in Washington
State via Occupational Therapists In Schools (OTIS), a WOTA standing
committee. Look for periodic updates to this resource list, Ask OTIS articles from
the WOTA Newsletter that provide answers to questions about occupational
therapy services in school-based practice, and links to useful resources. Click on
the OTIS link at the WOTA web site for information on these and other OTIS
activities.


